
 

 

 

Practice News 
 

A New Addition to the Hayes 

Family!! 

A big congratulations to 

Angus and Gen Hayes on the 

arrival of their gorgeous new 

baby, Hugo Angus Norrie 

Hayes!! Hugo entered the 

world on the 2
nd

 December 

and is a little brother to 

Teddy who is now almost 2 

years old.  

 

 
 

Walking for a Cause 
Our lovely receptionist 

Emma D’Arcy is undertaking 

a mammoth 55km harbour 

walk in March next year to 

raise money and awareness 

for the Fred Hollows 

foundation. The walk will 

take Emma around 16 hours 

to complete and is undertaken 

in a team of four. If anyone 

would like to donate to this 

worthwhile cause, please 

speak to Emma at reception. 

 

Tough Mudder  

Our veterinarian Dr Kay 

Weller recently participated 

in the gruelling Tough 

Mudder event held at 

Wingello in November. The 

course was 18km long and 

involved a range of obstacles  

 

 

 

 

based on a British 

Commando training course.  

Kay completed the course in 

a very respectable time!!  

 

Kamrita the Tiger  

We have officially adopted 

Kamrita the tiger through the 

World Wildlife Fund “Adopt 

a Tiger” program.  

 

In the last 100 years the 

numbers of tigers in the wild 

have dropped by 95% to 

3,200 tigers. This is largely 

due to the destruction of their 

habitat. Other threats to their 

numbers include the poaching 

of tigers for meat and Asian 

medicine remedies. 

 

By adopting a tiger, the staff 

here at Bowral Vets are 

hoping to help conserve the 

tigers environment and 

contribute to breeding 

programs thus ultimately 

helping to boost the numbers 

of these animals in the wild. 

 

Practical Students at BVH   
You may notice a few new 

faces around at Bowral Vet 

Hospital over the next few 

weeks.  

 

 

 

 

 

Bowral vets have been 

hosting both veterinary 

science students and 

veterinary nurse students at 

the clinic recently. These 

students are here to gain 

clinical experience and get 

some hands on action in their 

chosen fields.  

 

If you see any new faces 

around be sure to say hi and 

make them feel welcome! 

 

Snake Bite Season  
Summer is certainly the time 

of year to keep a close eye 

out for snakes. With the 

warmer weather, snakes are 

out in force. A bite from a 

snake can make our furry 

loved ones very unwell and if 

untreated is often fatal. Both 

dogs and cats can be affected 

and animals that are outside 

or are inclined to hunt are 

more likely to be affected.  

 

Common clinical signs can 

include (but are not limited 

to) the following:  

- inability to 

walk/wobbliness 

- seizure 

- collapse  

- swollen bite sites 

- paralysis  

- vomiting  

 

It is important to seek 

veterinary advice 

immediately if any of these 

clinical signs are noticed.  

 



Diagnosis of snake bite is 

usually made based on the  

history and symptoms, as 

well as a few simple blood 

tests.  

 

Treatment of the condition 

involves administering an 

intravenous antitoxin, along 

with supportive care 

including intravenous fluids, 

seizure control and nursing 

care. The prognosis varies 

depending on the type of 

snake that has bitten the 

patient, with brown snake 

bites having a poorer 

prognosis than black snakes 

or copperheads.  

 

It is also true that prevention 

is better than cure, so make 

sure that during the warmer 

months of the year you avoid 

taking your pets into long 

grasses, particularly near 

waterways.  

 

Furthermore, make sure that 

your yard is free of debris 

and piles of rubbish and 

timber that can provide a 

perfect shelter for snakes. 

Keeping grass short is also a 

good way of deterring snakes.  

 

 
 

Restraint Laws in 

Vehicles  
We all know our furry loved 

ones are well and truly part of 

the family, and this often 

means they travel in our cars 

with us. However it is 

important to remember that 

there are rules that apply to 

carrying animals within a 

vehicle. These laws vary 

from state to state; however 

generally, it is a requirement 

that an animal is adequately 

restrained so that it cannot 

prevent the driver from 

maintaining proper control of 

the vehicle. An animal is also 

not allowed to sit in the 

drivers lap whilst the car is 

moving. Furthermore, if an 

animal is injured as a result 

of being unrestrained in a 

vehicle, owners can face up 

to 6 months in jail and fines 

of $5500 under the 

Prevention of Cruelty to 

Animals Act.  

 

Restraint methods suggested 

by the RSPCA include the 

use of harnesses which clip 

into the pre-existing seat belt 

or crates as long as they are 

appropriately anchored down 

within the vehicle. For 

animals travelling on the 

back of utilities, that animal 

must be restrained in such a 

way that it cannot fall or 

jump over the side of the tray. 

Ideally animals should travel 

in cages or restrained with 

leads short enough that the 

animal cannot jump out of the 

ute.   

 

 

Merry Christmas!! 
The staff at Bowral 

Veterinary Hospital would 

like to wish all our clients a 

wonderful Christmas and a 

very happy New Year!!! We 

hope that you all have a well 

earned break over this time 

and eat and drink way too 

much!  

 

Over the Christmas/New 

Year period our opening 

hours are as follows:  

- Christmas day – 

closed (emergencies 

only) 

- Boxing day – 10am-

11am.  

- Saturday 27
th

 – 9am-

1pm 

- Sunday 28
th

 – 10am-

11am 

- Monday 29
th

  - 

8:30am-5:30pm 

- Tuesday 30
th

 – 

8:30am – 5:30pm 

- Wednesday 31
st
 – 

8:30am-5:30pm  

- New Years Day – 

10am-11am 

 

We will be available for 

emergencies 24 hours a 

day during all public 

holidays over the 

Christmas break. Simply 

call the clinic on  

4861 1444 for assistance.  

 

 


